
   
 

Press release, Tuesday 8 September 2020 
 
RDM Rotterdam – Spaceship Earth (Matt Wolf, 2020) 

AFFR 2020 opens with spectacular  
drive-in cinema at RDM Rotterdam 

 
AFFR 2020 opens on Wednesday 7 October with the Dutch premiere of Spaceship Earth. The event 
takes place at a drive-in cinema, specially built for the occasion, on the RDM site on 
Scheepsbouwweg, right in the heart of Rotterdam port. With a view across to the former 
quarantine island in the port, RDM Rotterdam is the perfect place to enjoy the spectacular new 
documentary Spaceship Earth, which tells the story of eight idealistic scientists who in 1991 
embarked on a two-year period of self-imposed isolation.  
 
Located deep in the Arizona Desert is a vast complex of glass domes housing a miniature version of 
the earth’s ecosystem. Called Biosphere 2, the complex was built by a close-knit group of artists, 
ecologists and adventurers as an experimental project in anticipation of the colonization of Mars. 
Biosphere 2 hit the headlines in 1991 when eight ‘biospherians’ sealed themselves off hermetically 
from the outside world for two years.  

Spaceship Earth, from the American director Matt Wolf, tells the fascinating story of this unique 
architectural, social and ecological experiment, which is of particular relevance today. Inspired by 
the work of Buckminster Fuller and the science-fiction film Silent Running, the eight scientists 
started out on an insane adventure, subjecting themselves to voluntarily quarantine, by the 
standards of which today’s COVID-19 isolation pales into insignificance. Never before has the story 
of this scientific experiment, with its dramatic denouement and featuring original footage of the 
‘biospherians’, been told so revealingly.  

Tickets for the opening event (Wednesday 7 October) go on sale on Tuesday 8 September via affr.nl. 
Tickets cost € 29.50 per car and are valid for two people. The film’s audio will be transmitted on an 
FM frequency. The RDM site at Scheepsbouwweg 12 opens its gates at 18:30 on the opening night 
for the best seats! The screening starts at 20:00.  
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AFFR 2020 OPENING NIGHT (7 OCTOBER 2020) 
RDM Rotterdam, Drive-In at Parking C 
Scheepsbouwweg 12, 3089 JW Rotterdam 
Drive in from 18:30 
Film starts at 20:00 
Tickets for € 29.50 per car at www.affr.nl 
 
The Architecture Film Festival Rotterdam (AFFR) is a leading international festival that combines film 
with city and architecture. The festival screens films about cities, architects, social developments, 
climate and culture. Over its eleven editions, AFFR has grown to become the world’s largest platform 
for screening films about the city and architecture. The festival is firmly part of the Rotterdam 
cultural scene, enjoys national recognition, and boasts a vast international network.  
 
Despite the COVID-19 crisis, AFFR is taking place as usual this year at LantarenVenster cinema in 
Rotterdam and at a number of satellite venues. Owing to the restrictions, however, the number of 
tickets is limited, but the main films and special events can be viewed by a large audience via a live 
stream. 
 
AFFR 2020 
Architecture, films and debates 
7‒11 October 2020 
LantarenVenster 
Tickets for the festival programme go on sale on Tuesday 15 September 2020. 
 
End of press release 
 
Not for publication 
For more information, images and requests for interviews, please contact  
Gilles de Sitter at gilles@affr.nl or +31 6 11006520 
 
 
 


