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With PLAYTIME you can watch films about cities  
and architecture straight from the AFFR online archives, 

with new films added every two weeks.
Easy pay per view system, or become a member of  

Club Fountainhead and watch for free.

Join Club Fountainhead  
and get free access to  

the online cinema 
PLAYTIME!

ON VIEW NOW 
THE PIER, CHOLET, BOWLINGTREFF, WHAT WE HAVE MADE, 

BULKL AND, RELICS OF THE FUTURE AND MORE...

AFFR.NL/PLAYTIME
AFFR.NL/

CLUBFOUNTAINHEAD

TH
E 
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SO YOU LOVE FILM 

AND ARCHITECTURE?THE ONLINE CINEMA 

OF AFFR
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#AFFR  
2018:

TEN IN  
A ROW!

INTRODUCTION AFFR has assembled a huge international 
network of festivals, makers and producers.  
We have seen increased interest in urban 
issues from film-makers, resulting in a 
growing selection of wonderful documen-
taries. Architects, urban designers and 
planners have also started to realize the 
value that film can have for the spatial 
debate. All of that led to a series of high-
profile film festivals that were visited by 
growing and increasingly varied audiences.

Due to the huge success of past editions, we 
will start holding a festival every year, as of in 
2018. That makes the Architecture Film Festival 
Rotterdam even more topical and relevant, 
allowing us to provide even more opportunities 
to show as many gorgeous films as possible, 
films that would otherwise have difficulty 
finding a platform outside our festival.

We feel supported in taking this step towards 
an annual festival due to the support from our 
King Kong business club, a group of enthusiastic 
companies and entrepreneurs from the 
construction sector that provides support in 
terms of financing, content and public relations. 
We are also grateful to the City of Rotterdam, 
Rotterdam Festivals, the Creative Industries 
Fund NL, Stichting Volkskracht, Fonds 21 and 
BPD Cultuurfonds for their support in 
increasing our frequency. 

Of course there would be no festival without 
partners with whom we organize numerous 
special occasions: a BNA event, the opening 
debate in collaboration with AIR, a special on 
energy transition with Vereniging 
Deltametropool, a debate organized by the 
Goethe Institut, a satellite event by Platform 
GrAS in Groningen, the Archined Tips, and the 
Architectenweb Best of AFFR. And let’s not 
forget a series of film lectures in collaboration 
with the Academies of Architecture in 
Amsterdam and Rotterdam, Delft University of 
Technology, University of Amsterdam, Royal 
Academy of Art in The Hague and Willem de 
Kooning Academy. 

Last but not least, we are back again because  
of our growing group of loyal fans. Aficionados 
of cinema, city and architecture. Many of  
whom give us extra support by purchasing a 
membership for Club Fountainhead, the 
programme especially for friends of AFFR that 
includes a free ticket to the opening night,  
free access to PLAYTIME online cinema,  
and a 20% discount on tickets. 

Ten festivals in a row: we must say that we  
feel quite proud about that accomplishment. 
We are celebrating with a festive theme that is 
also extremely relevant to today: Building 
Happiness. We are opening our anniversary 
edition with a magnificent film about a sixty-
year-old city of the future – Minnesota 
Experimental City – that offers a stunning 
reflection on our pursuit of happiness.

The tenth edition of the Architecture Film Festival Rotterdam!
Who would have thought that in just two decades, a modest film 
festival would grow to be one of the biggest reference points  
in the world of film, city and architecture? 
AFFR is a festival that showcases the newest film productions, puts 
topical themes about society and urban development on the agenda, 
and provides a platform where many filmmakers can present their 
perspective on the built world.

JORD DEN  
HOLLANDER, 

 CURATOR

JOEP MOL,  
DIRECTOR

We wish you all  
a happy  
AFFR 2018!
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BUILDING 
HAPPINESS

What has been architecture’s contribution  
to our quest for happiness? That question 
has been a recurring subject over the past 
nine editions of AFFR. In the hundreds of 
films we have screened over the past 18 
years, filmmakers are constantly searching 
for building happiness. In what ways 
architecture could contribute to personal 
life, but also how it can have a decisive 
impact on an entire society. At the same 
time, they also zoomed in on where things 
went wrong, where the ambitions of city 
planners and architects failed to align with 
reality. Where the contributions of 
architects were grossly overestimated.

However, the optimistic idea about makeable 
happiness has come under considerable 
pressure this past decade, due to increased 
awareness regarding Earth’s natural reserves. 

Sustainability, the circular economy, CO2-
neutral construction, a minimal ecological 
footprint: these are the imperative principles 
which have reframed the seeming innocence of 
thinking in terms of unbridled progress.
It has become impossible to regard happiness as 
separate from destructive side-effects.

Construction takes an enormous amount of 
energy and consumes the final reserves from 
the earth’s crust at an alarmingly high pace. 
Which scenarios for a sustainable and socially 
equal society are still feasible and what role do 
landscapers, architects, ecologists and city 
planners play in this?

Dire scenarios are covered in detail 
everywhere, but the tide is slowly turning. 
Some architects no longer wait in hopes of any 
commission, but have instead decided to take 

A quest for the acceptance 
of life itself
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JORD DEN HOLLANDER
AFFR CURATOR

the initiative into their own hands and work on 
experimental plans for energy-neutral cities.

But how does one make cities that are habitable 
and affordable for everyone, without creating  
a sharp segregation between rich and poor?
That is the biggest challenge of this age, which 
requires more than just a technical solution, but 
also calls for a social and political mindset that 
goes beyond a few ad-hoc solutions.

London has already become unaffordable;  
by now, the same applies to Berlin, Milan, 
Amsterdam and many other cities in Europe. 
The success of these cities has turned against 
the original population and the low-income 
groups have been driven out in favour of 
national or foreign investors. To them, Building 
Happiness is nothing more than the prospect  
of exorbitant profits.

What can we learn from attempts in the recent 
past to build social and inclusive cities? We can 
take a look at films such as New Town Utopia and 
Nordweststadt, two New Towns that seemed to 
succeed at defining the happiness of tens of 
thousands of residents with a master plan 
dictated by a top-down authority. However, 
these best intentions soon failed in the face of 
changing society, whose versatility was at odds 
with such rigid design perspectives. Perhaps 
failed in their original intent, but vital and 
thriving nonetheless.

Or take a look at Family in the Bubble, a 
delightful story from South Korea chock-full of 
the darkest humour, about a family that tries to 
survive in boomtown Seoul after the housing 
development bubble has burst. It seems that 
people are hugely adaptable under severe 
conditions, displaying a capacity to survive 
under the harshest conditions. 

As far as that is concerned, Melting Souls,  
a crushing film from the far-north Russian city 
of Norilsk, shows the most unexpected side  
of Building Happiness. Even in an environment 
which makes Dante’s hell seem friendly,  
people are still able to find happiness.
It is one of the films (also see This Cold Life, 
Planeta Petrilla or Uppland) that shows what 

price needs to be paid to guarantee happiness 
for a small group of people elsewhere in the 
world, far removed from these hell-holes. They 
are open wounds in the earth’s surface where 
natural riches are excavated at a high pace.

And then there is always the comfort of beauty 
and the little pleasures of familiarity, as shown 
heart-warmingly in Grandma and Le Corbusier.  
A quest for the essence of Le Corbusier’s 
Habitation in Marseille. Or take that other quest 
for one of the most elementary needs of any 
human, shown in the gorgeous images of 
Human Shelter: a home. It is a revealing road 
movie across three continents which takes the 
viewer along to the most wondrous of 
accommodations. Here it seems that building 
happiness can be stretched into infinity. 

In Building Happiness, AFFR 2018 wants to 
provide a joyous and multifaceted view of 
human shortcomings. It is a kaleidoscopic 
overview in nearly 100 films, of the wondrous 
shapes that the pursuit of happiness can take. 

When we look back roughly fifty years ago  
in Experimental City, it is almost endearing  
to see how we had envisioned building 
happiness back then.
An energy-neutral city in the style of The 
Jetsons and Thunderbirds, which had self-driving 
cars, inner-city production of healthy food,  
and opportunities for everyone. Solutions were 
also provided for all environmental issues,  
social unrest and political conflicts. 

The Experimental City was the ultimate answer 
to the problems of an increasingly complex 
society. The ideal film to illustrate the glory of 
our anniversary edition – not just because of 
the current relevance of the film, but also to 
emphasize the importance of the lessons we 
can learn from the cinematic translation of our 
dreams of the built environment. Since we 
started AFFR 18 years ago, these lessons have 
become more urgent than ever.
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Interview Chad Freidrichs

THE SPIRIT  
OF EXPERI MEN
TATION

How did you learn about the project?
‘Initially I wanted to do a project on retro-
futurism – the idea of what people in the past 
thought the future would look like. The era of 
The Jetsons: that mid-century image of the 
future. I was searching for a character in that 
milieu and found Athelstan Spilhaus and his 
comic strip Our New Age. I knew there would  
be good visuals, but I didn’t discover a story  
in his strips. 

When I dug deeper into Spilhaus’s biography,  
I found that he was a scientist and inventor, and 
had been the commissioner of the 1962 Seattle 
World’s Fair. That made him a very compelling 
character, as well as a very outspoken 
individual. And when I learned about this plan 
for an experimental city in Minnesota (MXC), 
the state where I was born, that drew me in:  
the ‘Minnesota Experimental City’.

Why was it so intriguing? 
‘Firstly, the name sounded so captivating. And 
the deeper I got into the specifics of the city 
and the kind of problems that they were trying 
to solve, the more I fell in love with the story. 
And once you see all the other folks involved in 
the project, like Buckminster Fuller, I thought: 
unbelievable that I never heard of this. But 
there were many people who didn’t know about 
it. Most people in Minnesota hadn’t. 

The project captures much of the spirit of the 
1960s and a specific vision of the future: the 
idea that a technological approach would lead 
to a better future. But it wasn’t specific to 
MXC. It was generalized throughout society.  
A great example is Walt Disney’s vision for 
EPCOT, which was strikingly similar to the  
MXC project.’

Were you surprised to find all these modern 
techniques like self-driving cars in a more or less 
similar form in the MXC? 
‘The MXC had a dual-mode guideway, which is 
an electrified track, like a metro, that individual 
cars can enter and exit. But the cars themselves 
can also drive on typical streets. So they are 
dual-mode: both street- and rail-ready.  
That sounds a little archaic compared to our 
present-day self-driving cars, which are more 

reliant on intelligent computer processes.  
I thought it was a really old-fashioned idea,  
but Elon Musk’s current proposal for a 
transportation system in Los Angeles with  
The Boring Company is a dual-mode guideway 
system. It admits cars onto a track and takes 
them wherever they want to go. It’s automated 
and takes out the human element. 
Songdo, in South Korea, uses similar waste 
management systems that the MXC would have 
had. Each time one of these news items pops up 
about a project that is similar to the MXC, it is 
always surprising. I’m sitting there reading, like: 
‘Oh my god I can’t believe it – that is almost 
identical to what they were talking about with 
the MXC, and that was fifty years ago!’ 
The idea of urban experimentation was very 
popular during the 1960s, and that wasn’t 
necessarily the case in the years following 
MXC’s demise. We’re seeing a rise in that kind 
of thinking in certain planning circles, for 
better or worse, often using the same language: 
‘urban laboratory’, ‘experimentation’. These 
words that people started to fear by the end of 
the MXC project are now used proudly – they’re 
needed to create a better future. The MXC 
itself was a dead end, but generically the spirit 
carried on.’

What happened to Athelstan Spilhaus?
‘He went on to other projects. He began 
focusing on sea cities – cities built on top of the 
sea, and underwater. And he really got into toy 
collecting. His scientific career was already 
waning at that point. In many ways Spilhaus’s 
approach to social and urban issues had seen 
better days. The mentality of top-down 
expertise, and his visions based on this, became 
suspect to many people. Spilhaus became a 
scientific spokesman and head of a large 
scientific organization for a couple of years.  
He was an elder statesman for a certain kind  
of science.’

What if a cartoonist designed a city? Or if the world of the Jetsons  
was actually built? It sounds like science fiction, but if you watch  
The Experimental City, the opening film of AFFR, you’ll realize that it 
nearly happened. In the film, Chad Freidrichs tells the forgotten story 
of ‘The Minnesota Experimental City’, designed by scientist Athelstan 
Spilhaus, beneath a geodesic dome, without cars or schools. Proof that 
this was more than an odd idea is the fact that the project also involved 
Buckminster Fuller and Hubert Humphrey.

AFFR spoke to Chad Freidrichs, who previously made a film that 
examined Pruitt-Igoe, about the genesis of the project and what we 
can learn from it today. BY JEROEN SLOT
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‘ARCHITECTS 
SHOULD TAKE TO 
THE STREETS’

What interests you about the short  
architecture film?
‘The stories. Stories that are not primarily about 
architecture, but still say a lot about it. The 
films in my book are first and foremost about 
what people experience, feel and think. Take 
the case of Casa Redux by Gabriel Kogan and 
Pedro Kok. Watched with the sound turned off, 
it looks like a standard architecture film, 
inspired by architectural photography. You see 
an empty, uncluttered, scarcely inhabited 
house. Turn on the sound, however, and you 
hear a man talking about his failed relationship. 
For his wife has fallen in love with the house.
All 36 films in the book convey something 
different. Some are essayistic, others more 
focused on imagination. Taken together, they 
form a kaleidoscope of ways to tell a good story 
about architecture – by affecting the viewer 
emotionally, by making him think, or by inciting 
him into action.’

Does architecture need film to make itself 
understood to a large audience? 
‘Yes. Many architects speak an unintelligible 
language. If you discuss architecture using 
normal words, however, you’ll notice that 
people are perfectly able to join the 
conversation. The Danish collective Within 
Walls says the same: people are “architectural 
experts”. They know a lot about the built 
environment because they inhabit it. But 
architects can make architecture unnecessarily 
complicated. What they avoid is simple 
language. Film helps in that regard. For 
instance, by telling an architectural fairy tale 
that everybody can relate to. Or by using 
humour – something else that’s sorely lacking  
in architecture!’

Why do people make a film about architecture? 
‘That varies considerably. Some films are 
commissioned. But a film project often begins 
with what the maker feels or experiences in 
relation to a building or place. The film then 
becomes a way of exploring that, or of 
changing our perception of a place. A case in 
point is the area between the city centre and 
the airport. Why do we never consider that?  
Is it really as meaningless as we usually assume?
The films I discuss often take architectural icons 
with a pinch of salt, focusing instead on 
architecture that goes unnoticed, buildings we 
rarely stop to examine. However, these films 
form a niche within the world of architecture 
films, most of which are slick, expensive 
visualizations of projects by big names. But they 
make up just a tiny portion of our built 
environment.’

What can architects learn from short 
architecture films?
‘That they should also get involved in other 
things besides architecture. They should stop 
reading architecture magazines and visiting 
architecture exhibitions. They would be better 
off going to the theatre, to the cinema or 
simply out on the street.’

Her previous book, Bricks & Balloons, looked at architecture as 
presented in cartoons. This time round, Mélanie van der Hoorn turns 
her attention to the short architecture film. Not the slick, expensive 
visualizations of empty buildings – ‘they mean nothing to me as a  
non-architect’ – but artistic films that tell us something new about 
architecture. Her book Spots in Shots will be presented at AFFR 2018, 
but we wanted to find out in advance what we can learn from an 
architecture film.

BY JORD DEN  
HOLLANDER AND  

JEROEN SLOT

Interview Melanie van der Hoorn
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The search for a more liveable, inclusive city  
is a hot topic. Big cities in Europe are 
straining under the pressure of demographic 
changes, economic problems and social 
integration. The density in cities is rising, but 
the availability of housing is not. In fact, 
there is an acute shortage of social housing. 
Today’s planners and designers are trying to 
find answers on the drawing board, but can 
the past offer a solution for the present?

The goal of an engineered city is not a recent 
aspiration. A glance at the history books reveals 
that architects and urban planners have for 
decades tried to find the ultimate solution for 
built happiness. To them, the built environment 
would shape urban society. Social housing was, 
and still is, the testing ground for new design 
methods and ideas. The progressive architec-
ture and urbanism of the past resulted in unique 
housing experiments that have become icons of 
living.

A WORKERS’ PALACE 
The Spaarndammerbuurt district in Amsterdam 
is the location of an icon of social housing, 
created in 1919 during the Amsterdam School 
era. Commissioned by the Eigen Haard housing 
association, the workers’ palace by Michel de 
Klerk brought ‘good living’ within reach of 
disadvantaged people, something that had 
never happened before. The ideological 
conviction to elevate workers through beauty 
might seem naïve today, but back then it was a 
genuine motive. By means of better architec-
ture, planners wanted to create better people 
and, hence, a better society. Beauty was not 
reserved for the elite but was available to 
everybody. The entire building illustrates this 
right down to the smallest detail. It is an organic 
castle full of imaginative features and 
subtleties. 

The documentary of the same name by Wilma 
Kuijvenhoven examines the complex restoration 
of ‘The Ship’. Blood, sweat and tears were 
needed to restore the building to its former 
glory. Original drawings were dug up, the 
craftsmanship of the time was copied, and 
traces of wear and tear were erased. Now this 
icon of social housing shines once again. But 

has this pursuit of authenticity not come at  
the expense of certain historical layers of the 
building? The dividing line between restoration 
and imitation is thin. Where does that line 
actually lie? 

THE SHINING CITY
The documentary Bonne-Maman et Le Corbusier 
by Marjolaine Normier perfectly reflects this 
theme. The lead character is this story of 
restoration is Le Corbusier’s Unité d’Habitation 
(Cité Radieuse) in Marseille. This utopian design 
for an urban housing block was Le Corbusier’s 
answer to the post-war housing crisis.  
He abandoned the tradition of distributing 
dwellings horizontally and, instead, built 
skywards. And thus the vertical garden city was 
born. Lifting up his high-rise structures on 
‘pilotis’ minimized the loss of space and freed 
up a zone for circulation and a shared garden at 
ground level. Although Le Corbusier’s idea of a 
‘city in a city’ might look somewhat ambitious 
for today’s society, at the time everything 
possible was done to make it a success. Social 
interaction among residents was a top priority. 
The eighteen-floor tower contains 337 duplex 
apartments (based on the Modulor system) for 
small families. To make it really autonomous, 
the building also contained medical facilities, 
shops, sports areas, childcare centres and 
suchlike. The Unité d’Habitation became a 
unique experiment in functional living, setting 
the tone for later housing schemes. From the 
1960s onwards, high-rise was deployed as a 
practical solution for housing shortages. 
However, Le Corbusier’s modern ideas about 
society were ignored, and cities acted naively. 
People assumed that living in a tower or in a 
social neighbourhood would automatically 
create a sense of identity and togetherness 
among residents. 

FROM SOCIAL INTEGRATION 
TO LONELINESS
By the 1970s, the utopia of reconstruction had 
vanished and cheap housing prevailed. Cities 
were squeezing the less privileged out of the 
centre and pushing them towards cheaper areas 
on the fringes. The authorities back then 
thought they were working in a modern and 
solution-oriented way, but the concentration of 

A reflection on the documentaries  
The Ship, Bonne-Maman et  
Le Corbusier and Rabot

LIVING IN 
TOWERING 
ICONS

TH
E 

SH
IP
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certain strata of society in particular areas  
did not prove as smooth as envisaged.  
The documentary Rabot by Christina 
Vandekerckhove shows how post-war 
modernism in Ghent reached a controversial 
highlight with the construction of the three 
Rabot towers.

These colossal residential towers designed by 
Jules Trenteseau were built rapidly in the years 
1972–1974. The project aimed for social 
integration with a mixture of 840 residents 
housed in 573 social apartments. An ideologi-
cally innovative idea in principle, but the 
building missed the mark completely. Each 
tower had just one entrance hall, with a single 
lift serving seventeen floors. Unsurprisingly, 
residents felt unsafe and isolated. In addition, 
the housing association ‘Gentse Maatschappij 
voor de Huisvesting’, deviated from the 
proposed plan. It filled the towers with solitary 
souls such as seniors, singles and migrants living 
on social welfare instead of young families and 
workers. Cultural and demographic shifts 
resulted in social problems in the community. 
The Rabot towers missed their target. Intended 
for the modern working family, they turned the 
area into an isolated neighbourhood rife with 
crime. Christina Vandekerckhove’s lucid images 
painfully convey the bleak loneliness and 
desolation of life in the towers.

MISSED OPPORTUNITY
The problematic social housing in the Rabot 
towers was tackled drastically. It is not a success 
story like The Ship or the Unité d’Habitation. 
Well past their sell-by date, the towers were run 
down and no longer met standards of comfort.  
A superficial restoration offered no solution and 
the infrastructural shortcomings needed to be 
dealt with thoroughly. Dividing them up into 
functional zones for social housing and offices 
proved unfeasible. Demolition appeared to be 
the only course of action. But wasn’t that a little 
too easy? Too drastic a measure? After all, the 
towering icons formed part of the image of 
Ghent. Our present-day idea of an engineered 
city considers social housing in a broader sense. 
Today we examine the option of repurposing of 
buildings and take the living environment into 
account when planning a long-term vision.  
The field of social housing must remain a testing 
ground for brave new visions of the quality of 
urban life. In my view, today’s planners and 
designers should embrace more radical schemes. 

Look and learn from the past and  
create in the present. 
For icons are there to live in.
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BY CHARLOTTE  
THOMAS
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How did you get involved in the story  
of Han van Loghem?
‘I met Gijs Kessler, senior researcher at the 
International Institute for Social History, at a 
lecture on contemporary Russia at the Balie in 
Amsterdam. When I told him I was a documen-
tary maker with an interest in archival material, 
he invited me to visit the institute to view the 
Russian collections. That’s where I discovered 
the archive of Berthe Neumeijer.’

What made this story so remarkable?
‘Both Van Loghem and his wife Berthe 
Neumeijer left behind letters, lecture notes 
and manuscripts. In these they both reflect on 
their time in Siberia but from different 
perspectives. Different from each other, and 
from others who spent time in Siberia. That was 
an important reason to film their story. While 
many others travelled to the utopian state 
because of ideological convictions, pragmatic 

RUSSIA:  
BUILDING AMIDST 
SOLITUDE

The architect Han van Loghem had completed various social housing 
projects before he moved to Russia in the early 1920s. His wife Berthe 
Neumeijer initially remained behind in the Netherlands, but she later 
followed him in an attempt to save their marriage. With the help of 
archival material from the period found in Russia, Pim Zwier tells their 
story in his documentary Russia: Building amidst solitude.

considerations weighed more heavily for  
Han van Loghem. And Berthe Neumeijer  
was inspired by personal reasons.’

How did you carry out the research?  
Where did you find the images?
‘Most of the images come from Russian 
archives. The ‘Red Hill’ museum in Kemerovo 
was an important source when I started to 
search for images. This museum is dedicated  
to the history of the Autonomous Industrial 
Colony (AIK). There are very few moving 
images of the AIK from the 1920s and 1930s, 
but photographs from the museum collection 
give an impression of the various activities. 
These include photographs from the album of 
the Dutch colonists Koos and Nel Visch. On the 
basis of these, we searched for similar moving 
images from the same period in the Russian 
State Film Archive in Krasnogorsk, just outside 
Moscow. To these we added material from the 
Netherlands Institute for Sound and Vision,  
as well as photographs from family archives.’ 

Did you find images of projects that  
Van Loghem worked on?
‘We found photographs of various buildings 
that Van Loghem worked on in these family 
archives and in the collections held at the  
‘Red Hill’ museum. These include photos of  
the school and the terraced houses.’

How did it all end for Han van Loghem?
‘Han van Loghem could build little after 
returning from Siberia. He died from the 
effects of an operation in 1940.’

BY JEROEN SLOT

Interview Pim Zwier
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Gordon Matta-Clark was born into an artistic 
family. His father was the famous Chilean 
surrealistic painter Roberto Matta, and his 
mother was the painter Anna Clark. He grew 
up surrounded by intellectuals, among them 
Marcel Duchamp. His poor relationship with 
his father prompted him to adopt the 
Spanish tradition and change his name from 
Matta to Matta-Clark. 

Matta-Clark was educated as an architect at 
Cornell University in New York, where he lived 
during a period of recession dominated by 
poverty, social problems and vacant homes. 
Dissatisfied with the critical situation within 
architecture, Matta-Clark turned instead to the 
art. He then moved to Paris to study French 
literature at the Sorbonne, arriving in 1968,  
the year of student protests. There he learned 
about the Situationists and was inspired by the 
Dada movement, which influenced his playing 
with words and texts. 

After returning to New York, Matta-Clark 
founded Anarchitecture, an informal group of 
artists that included Carol Goodden, Gene 
Highstein and Richard Nonas. They were highly 
critical of architecture and architectural 
discourse. The name Anarchitecture meant 
‘Anarchy Architecture’ and the group initially 
focused on research, criticism and political 
discussion. They made an exhibition at the 
gallery 112 Greene Street. The artists Robert 
Smithson, Philip Glass, Andy Warhol and Helio 
Oiticica all lived in New York around this time 
and worked with each other.

Matta-Clark was a kind of dancer through  
life who also loved cooking. He designed a 
restaurant for his girlfriend Carol Goodden,  
an artist and dancer from the experimental 
dance collective Trisha Brown Dance Company. 
It featured an open-plan kitchen, something 
that was very new at the time, where they 
invited artists to cook a dinner. One of the most 
famous dinners was the so-called Bone Dinner, 
developed by Matta-Clark himself. He took the 
leftover bones to create a necklace. This highly 
creative period laid the foundations for his later 
work. 

THE 
ANARCHITECT 
AND ARTIST

Trained as an architect, but working chiefly as an artist, Gordon Matta- 
Clark had a significant influence on the both the architecture and art 
worlds. This year AFFR is screening a film about his life, work and 
influences entitled Crossed Words: Matta Clark Friends. Hanne 
Verwoert looks back at the life of Matta-Clark to discover its appeal.

These early performances explored the 
preparation and transformation of materials. 
Matta-Clark applied similar methods as well as a 
form of theatre in architecture, whereby both 
the activity and the structural changes within 
the building constitute the performance. The 
difference with architecture is that he did not 
develop designs of his own, but responded to 
existing buildings. He created forms and 
openings that allowed light to enter. One of his 
famous works is Splitting, which he created in 
1974 by cutting a house in half in New Jersey. 
This attracted lots of attention and other 
invitations soon followed. Notable works that 
followed include Conical Intersect in Paris in 
1975, close to the planned Centre Pompidou, 
and Office Baroque in Antwerp in 1977.

Gordon Matta-Clark’s work is held in museum 
collections all over the world and has influenced 
and inspired dozens of architects, designers, 
artists and theorists, among them Steven Holl, 
Diller Scofidio + Renfro, Mark Wigley and Rem 
Koolhaas, who commented: “At the time the 
most shocking, exciting aspect of his work was 
maybe the glamour of violation. Now I also 
think that his work was a very strong, early 
illustration of some of the power of the absent, 
of the void, of elimination, i.e. of adding and 
making.”

BY HANNE  
VERWOERT
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The Architecture Film Festival 
Rotterdam is supported by  

the members of the King Kong  
business club:

T
H
E
 
E
X
P
E
R
I

M
E
N
T
A
L

C
I
T
Y

E
X
O
D
U
S:

W
H
E
R
E
 
I
 
C
O
M
E
 
F
R
O
M

I
S
 
D
I
S
S
A
P
P
E
A
R
I

N
G 

BiermanHenket
architectuur | interieur | restauratie | techniek

mei
architects 

and planners



M
I
E
S

O
N
 
S
C
E
N
E



H
A
R
R
Y
 
S
E
I
D
L
E
R:

M
O
D
E
R
N
I
S
T

F
R
E
Y:

T
H
E
 
A
R
C
H
I
T
E
C
T
U
R
A
L

E
N
V
O
Y



A
I
R
E
S
 
M
A
T
E
U
S:

M
A
T
T
E
R
 
I

N
 
R
E
V
E
R
S
E



FI
LM

 •
 C

IT
Y 

• 
A

R
C

H
IT

EC
TU

R
E

FI
LM

 •
 C

IT
Y 

• 
A

R
C

H
IT

EC
TU

R
E

10
 -

 1
4

 O
C

T.
 2

0
18

   
  A

FF
R

10
 -

 1
4

 O
C

T.
 2

0
18

   
  A

FF
R

30 31

HOFPLEIN THEATREWEDNESDAY
10 OCT 2018

THURSDAY
11 OCT 2018

FRIDAY
12 OCT 2018

SUNDAY
14 OCT 2018

SATURDAY
13 OCT 2018

12.00 13.00 14.00 15.00 16.00 17.00 18.00 19.00 19.30 20.00 20.30 21.00 21.30 22.00 22.30 23.00 23.30 00.00 00.30 01.0017.30 18.3016.3015.3012.3011.30 13.30 14.30
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12.00 13.00 14.00 15.00 16.00 17.00 18.00 19.00 19.30 20.00 20.30 21.00 21.30 22.00 22.30 23.00 23.30 00.00 00.30 01.0017.30 18.3016.3015.3012.3011.30 13.30 14.30

LANTARENVENSTER
FOYER

LANTARENVENSTER
CINEMA 1

LANTARENVENSTER
CINEMA 3

LANTARENVENSTER
CINEMA 4

LANTARENVENSTER
CINEMA 6

LANTARENVENSTER
CINEMA 1

LANTARENVENSTER
CINEMA 3

LANTARENVENSTER
CINEMA 4

LANTARENVENSTER
CINEMA 6

LANTARENVENSTER
CINEMA 1

LANTARENVENSTER
CINEMA 3

LANTARENVENSTER
CINEMA 4

LANTARENVENSTER
CINEMA 6

LANTARENVENSTER
CINEMA 1

LANTARENVENSTER
CINEMA 3

LANTARENVENSTER
CINEMA 4

LANTARENVENSTER
CINEMA 6

PROGRAMME
AFFR OPENING:  

EUROPEAN PREMIERE:  
THE EXPERIMENTAL CITY

FAMILY IN  
THE BUBBLE (78')

TAKE ME HOME (16') & 
APENNINE (66')

PLANETA PETRILA (80')

ROOSENBERG (29') & 
GLENN MURCUTT: SPIRIT 

OF PLACE (59')

SPOTS IN SHOTS (14') 
& CHAMBER MUSIC 

(9') & II GIRASOLE (15')

SLUMBERING 
CONCRETE: THE 

CITY THAT WAS TOO 
MODERN (52')

PORTRAIT OF  
A GALLERY (79')

LAST DAYS IN SHIBATI 
(58') & SECOND TIER 

CITY (9')

6129M2 (24')  
& HUMAN  

SHELTER (57')

THE GREEN AND PLEASANT 
LAND (13') & NEW TOWN 

UTOPIA (81')

THE SHIP (50')
RUSSIA: BUILDING 
AMIDST SOLITUDE 

(56')
MELTING SOULS (87') THE OPERA HOUSE (108')

FORENSIC (5') & 
HARRY SEIDLER: 
MODERNIST (58')

FORD HOUSE (5') 
FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT: 

THE MAN WHO BUILT 
AMERICA (59')

SUPERDESIGN:  
ITALIAN RADICAL 
DESIGN 1965-1975  

(62')

CITY OF TOMORROW 
(11') & GRANDMA AND 

LE CORBUSIER (58')
HABANEROS (126') ARCHINED TIP:  

POP AYE (104')

TALK 
SHOW

TALK 
SHOW

THE RED HOUSE (20') & 
GOLD IN THE ASHES (24') & 

PANTAREI PANTANELLA 
(40')

THE OPERA HOUSE (108')

AIRES MATEUS: 
MATTER IN 

REVERSE (65')
TASTE OF CEMENT (85') ARCHINED TIP: 

CARTUCHO (54')
GOETHE INSTITUUT EVENT: 

NORDWESTSTADT:  
A LIVING VISION (95')

BUILDING 
HAPPINESS IN 
CINEMA WITH 

MARTIN 
KOOLHOVEN

BRAZIL (132')

HOW TO STEAL  
A CHAIR (87')

PIAZZA  
VITTORIO (75') MOLE MAN (87') KEVIN ROCHE: THE QUIET 

ARCHITECT (82') OUTDOORS (80')

BEFORE THE 
FLIGHT (20') & 
UPPLAND (30')

TRANSLEITMOTIF: A 
CINEMATIC PORTRAIT OF 

TORONTO + HAMILTON 
(26') & NYC 1991 (25') & THE 
HYMS OF MUSCOVY (15')

BNA EVENT: HUMAN 
SHELTER (57') WHERE IS ROCKY II? (93') MIES ON SCENE (58')

GAMING THE REAL 
WORLD (73') MELTING SOULS (87') THIS COLD LIFE (88')

HOTEL  
JUGOSLAVIJA (78') DO MORE WITH LESS (84')

KEVIN ROCHE: THE QUIET 
ARCHITECT (82')

DELTAMETROPOOL EVENT: 
HAPPENING: A CLEAN ENERGY 

REVOLUTION(71')

CROSSED WORDS: 
MATTA-CLARK 
FRIENDS (70')

DO MORE WITH LESS (84')

RABOT (93')

BUILDING HAPPINESS 
DEBATE

NEW TOWN UTOPIA 
(81')

OPENING PARTY

KING KONG  
BUSINESS CLUB 

EVENT

JEAN NOUVEL: 
REFLECTIONS (15') & 

LE LOUVRE ABU 
DHABI (52')

INNER (15') & NO FURTHER 
INSTRUCTIONS (69')

HOTEL  
JUGOSLAVIJA (78')

FREY: THE 
ARCHITECTURAL 

ENVOY (65')
FAMILY IN  

THE BUBBLE (78')
THE EXPERIMENTAL  

CITY (96')

THE VIEW FROM MY 
WINDOW TELLS ME I'M 

HOME (45') & THE 
DISAPPEARANCE OF 

ROBIN HOOD (25')

ARCHINED TIP: 
CROSSED WORDS: 

MATTA-CLARK 
FRIENDS (70')

THE LOST LANDSCAPES  
OF NEW YORK (84')

LEANING INTO THE WIND: 
ANDY GOLDSWORTHY (93')

HOME (10') & MR BLANDINGS 
BUILDS HIS DREAM HOUSE (94')

ZHALANASH: 
EMPTY SHORE 

(40') & LOA'S 
PROMISE (7')

MY FATHER THE GENIUS 
(84') HABANEROS (126')

TRANSITION OF 
KIKUGETSUTEI (14') & A 

SPA: ARCHITECTURE OF 
ZAWODZIE (30') & 

COASTLAND (12') & EPLE (4')

CITY OF TOMORROW 
(11') & GRANDMA AND 

LE CORBUSIER (58')
THE EXPERIMENTAL  

CITY (96')
EXODUS: (WHERE I COME 
FROM IS DISAPPEARING 

(90')

ARCHITECTENWEB      BEST OF AFFR

FILMS

SPECIALS

COLLEGE FILM

ARCHITECTENWEB BEST OF AFFR

ARCHINED TIP

AFFR 2018 OPENING NIGHT

KING KONG 
BUSINESS EVENT
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APENNINE
Emiliano Dante • 2017 • 
Italy • 66 min
The Central Apennines have 
been plagued by earthquakes 
for centuries. Emiliano Dante 
documents his life for a year. 
Slowly but surely, it becomes 
clear how the minds of the 
people living in the region are 
affected by the earthquakes. 
Do buildings still bring us 
safety and happiness, or have 
they become inherently 
threatening?
FRIDAY OCT 12, 12:45
WITH TAKE ME HOME (16')

AIRES MATEUS: 
MATTER IN 
REVERSE
Henrique Câmara Pina • 
2017 • Portugal • 65 min
The architecture of 
Portuguese architect Manuel 
Aires Mateus is layered, 
complex and intriguing. The 
architect tells about his 
fascinations and what he 
considers to be the core 
principles of architecture.
A remarkable film about nearly 
flawless and brilliant 
architecture.
FRIDAY OCT 12, 13:00

FILMS
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MR BLANDINGS 
BUILDS HIS 
DREAM HOUSE
H.C. Potter • 1948 •  
USA • 94 min
Mr Blandings is still the 
definitive film about the desire 
to live in a dream house. It tells 
an age-old tale about the 
desire to escape the hustle and 
bustle of life in a dirty, dingy 
city and start over in a rural 
paradise.
As early as 1948, the film 
predicted the monstrous 
spread of American suburbia, 
the flip-side of a dream that 
would lead, decades later, to 
all the worst aspects of sprawl 
and suburbanization.
Mr Blandings remains a 
hilarious film to watch, with 
Cary Grant at his best, but the 
message is chilling: be careful 
what you wish for when you’re 
trying to build happiness.
SUNDAY OCT 14, 13:00
WITH HOME (10')

BRAZIL
Terry Gilliam • 1985 •  
UK • USA • 132 min
A cautionary tale about the 
dangers of designing happiness 
for a whole society. Terry 
Gilliam brings an unrelenting 
gaze and a keen sense of 
humour to this cinematic 
depiction of the human 
condition. A bureaucracy gone 
mad tries to maintain order, 
embracing blind faith in a 
technology that fails at every 
turn. In Brazil, Gilliam manages 
to capture this balancing act in 
a series of breath-taking 
images filled with decrepit 
industrial buildings and 
eclectic architecture. The main 
character, Sam Lowry, lives in a 
house that is one of the film’s 
highlights in its own right. 
Abraxas, designed by Catalan 
architect Ricardo Bofill, is a 
megalomaniac, post-modern 
residential complex in the 
Noisy-le-Grand suburb of Paris 
– with vivid echoes of the grim 
predictions offered by Gilliam’s 
Brazil.
FRIDAY OCT 12, 22:15
WITH INTRODUCTION BY 
MARTIN KOOLHOVEN 
INCLUDED AT 21.00

CARTUCHO
Andrés Chaves • 2017 • 
Colombia • 54 min
Situated in Bogota, Cartucho 
had one of the highest crime 
rates in all of Colombia. Crime 
dominated the streets, and the 
neighbourhood was populated 
by crack junkies. The city 
government put an end to the 
misery in 2000 by demolishing 
the entire area and replacing it 
with a new park. But problems 
of that magnitude can’t just be 
swept under the carpet. The 
neatly raked park stands in 
sharp contrast to the archival 
footage that Andrés Chaves 
uses to reveal the area’s 
history. Social problems 
cannot be resolved simply by 
planning, as this evocative film 
clearly shows.
FRIDAY OCT 12, 16:30
ARCHINED INTRODUCTION

DO MORE  
WITH LESS
Mario Novas • 2017 •
84 min
A film that touches the 
foundations of architecture: 
how to be inspired by limited 
resources and limited use of 
materials to create interesting 
architectural feats. Many 
young architects in Latin 
America are forced by 
necessity to work in such 
circumstances, but see it less 
as a limitation than as a 
challenge. Do More With Less 
offers an optimistic and 
inspiring architecture. 
Inspiration to get straight to 
work!
THURSDAY OCT 11, 21:15
FRIDAY OCT 12, 22:30

CROSSED WORDS: 
MATTA-CLARK 
FRIENDS
Matías Cardone • 2014 • 
Chile • 70 min
He sawed buildings in half, 
chopped huge holes in them, 
hollowed them out. In his brief 
lifetime, Gordon w Clark 
(1943-1978) introduced an 
anarchistic perspective on our 
built environment. His 
Anarchitecture, filled with 
cheerful rebellion, remains a 
major influence on the work of 
contemporary architects. 
Based on an extensive array of 
photos and film footage, we 
get a glimpse of his life. Artists 
and friends talk about the 
controversial nature and 
impact of Matta-Clark’s work 
and the sometimes 
complicated relationship he 
had with his artist parents: 
Anna Clark and Robert Matta.
THURSDAY OCT 11, 19:15
SUNDAY OCT 14, 14:45
ARCHINED INTRODUCTION

EXODUS – WHERE  
I COME FROM IS 
DISAPPEARING
Hank Levine • 2017 •
Germany • Brazil • 90 min
A harrowing film about the 
ever-growing surge of 
refugees and expatriates 
across the globe. The film 
provides a platform for 
refugees to tell their story, 
which gives the search for a 
new life and a new home an 
even bigger impact.
SUNDAY OCT 14, 18:30
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FAMILY IN  
THE BUBBLE
Minji Ma • 2017 •  
Korea • 77 min
This classic tale of a housing 
bubble and how it burst is told 
as a blood-chilling family 
chronicle. The setting is Seoul, 
city of millions, population 
density unparalleled. Filmmaker 
Minji Ma’s parents came to the 
big city decades ago, seeking 
their fortune, earning good 
money as real estate brokers. 
Her mother drew the sketches 
at their kitchen table, while her 
father drafted the contracts. 
At least until the real estate 
bubble burst. As her father and 
mother wait to hit the next 
jackpot, Minji lovingly films 
their new status with a great 
sense of humour. An engaging 
account of the international 
real estate crisis in a nutshell.
THURSDAY OCT 11, 19:00
SATURDAY OCT 13, 20:30

FRANK LLOYD 
WRIGHT: THE MAN 
WHO BUILT 
AMERICA
Ian Michael Jones • 2017 
• Australia • 59 min
It’s not the first documentary 
about Frank Lloyd Wright, and 
it certainly won’t be the last 
film about the man that many 
consider the greatest 
architect in US history. Nearly 
sixty years after his death, his 
designs for the Guggenheim 
Museum in New York, the 
Johnson Wax headquarters, 
and Fallingwater in 
Pennsylvania represent 
landmarks in American 
architecture. In this 
documentary, Welsh architect 
Jonathan Adams visited 
several of those 500 designs 
to discover the secret behind 
Lloyd Wright’s organic 
architecture. It is a delight to 
behold!
SATURDAY OCT 13, 14:45
WITH FORD HOUSE, 
INTRODUCTION BY HARM 
SCHOLTENS

FREY: THE 
ARCHITECTURAL 
ENVOY
Jake Gorst • 2018 •  
USA • 65 min
He was one of the architects 
that shaped the optimistic, 
modernist style in Palm 
Springs in the 1950s and ’60s. 
Born in Switzerland, Albert 
Frey worked on the Villa 
Savoye with Le Corbusier, but 
his passion for new materials 
and daring structures did not 
come to full fruition until he 
came to America. His 
streamlined aesthetic 
appealed to lots of Hollywood 
stars who wanted to build a 
house in Palm Springs. The film 
is the first half of a two-part 
portrait of Albert Frey. The 
second half is expected in 
spring of 2019.
SATURDAY OCT 13, 18:45

GAMING THE  
REAL WORLD
Anders Eklund • 2016 •
Sweden • 73 min
Anyone who thinks that 
gaming is just a waste of time 
should definitely see this film. 
Gaming the Real World 
explores how games can be 
used to involve a city’s 
inhabitants in urban planning 
and help them improve their 
home town. Do games 
facilitate democratization of 
architecture and urban 
planning? Completed projects 
show that Minecraft isn’t just 
another game, but a tool that 
can also be used for projects 
that benefit society. We 
certainly haven’t heard the last 
of this topic!
FRIDAY OCT 12, 18:45

GLENN MURCUTT: 
SPIRIT OF PLACE
Catherine Hunter • 2017
Australia • 59 min
His simple yet extremely 
sophisticated houses in the 
Australian outback brought 
him international acclaim and a 
Pritzker Prize: Glenn Murcutt, 
Australia’s greatest architect.
Frank Gehry, Norman Foster 
and Renzo Piano express their 
appreciation in this portrait of 
a great man. The film follows 
Murcutt as he undertakes a 
new and ambitious project at 
the age of 80: a mosque for 
Melbourne’s Muslim 
community.
SATURDAY OCT 13, 12:45
WITH ROOSENBERG (29')

THE 
EXPERIMENTAL 
CITY
Chad Freidrichs • 2017 •
USA • 96 min • European 
Premiere
It was supposed to be the 
ultimate living lab for 
urbanization: The Experimental 
City. A megalomaniac plan 
developed in the 1960s to 
show that the growing 
problems of big cities could be 
resolved. Air pollution, 
mobility, waste collection, 
energy use: the city offered a 
solution for everything. It was 
a utopian paradise of cutting-
edge construction for 
250,000 inhabitants, situated 
in rural Minnesota. Self-driving 
cars, recycling and re-use, 
solar power, and a huge 
geodesic dome designed by 
Buckminster Fuller to ward off 
weather and climate. It was the 
ultimate dream of scientist 
Athelstan Spilhaus, who 
published his futuristic 
predictions in a weekly 
newspaper comic, inspiring 
millions of Americans to 
dream of a new world within 
their grasp. The film is a 
fascinating journey through 
time, filled with attention-
grabbing science fiction from 
the 1960s; 50 years later, it 
seems more relevant than 
ever.
WEDNESDAY OCT 10, 20:30
SATURDAY OCT 13, 22:30
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HAPPENING:  
A CLEAN ENERGY 
REVOLUTION
James Redford • 2017 •
USA • 71 min
It’s an established fact that the 
climate is changing, and our 
need to transition to clean 
energy has also been apparent 
for some time now. But what 
should that transition look 
like? In this film, James 
Redford (yes, the son of!) sets 
out in search of answers to 
that question. His journeys 
take him to the biggest solar 
farm in the world and the 
Robert Moses hydropower 
plant at Niagara Falls. The film 
offers prospects for the 
future. It’s not too late yet, 
and there’s still a lot we can do 
ourselves!
THURSDAY OCT 11, 17:00
DELTAMETROPOOL EVENT

HARRY SEIDLER: 
MODERNIST
Daryl Dellora • 2016 •
Australia • 58 min
Austrian-born architect Harry 
Seidler designed buildings all 
over the world and brought 
Bauhaus to Australia. This 
engaging retrospective tells 
his life story: a life that started 
in a Jewish family, via England, 
to an internment camp in 
Canada. Norman Foster, 
Richard Rogers and Glenn 
Murcutt express their 
appreciation for Harry Seidler, 
whose innovative and modern 
architecture came to embody 
the international recognition 
for the Land Down Under.
SATURDAY OCT 13, 22:30
WITH FORENSIC (5')

HOW TO STEAL  
A CHAIR
Konstantinos 
Kambouroglou • 2017 • 
Greece • 87 mins
Greek designer Stergios 
Delialis, 72 years old, nearly 
collapses under the weight of 
his dream: his own museum 
where he can exhibit his design 
collection. The Thessaloniki 
Design Museum did exist for a 
while, but had to close its 
doors in 1998. Since then, his 
3000 museum pieces have 
had an itinerant existence. The 
film follows him as he prepares 
for an exhibition of his own 
work, and in the very same 
building that once housed his 
beloved museum. The film 
shows an inveterate collector 
that wins over viewers’ hearts 
almost immediately with his 
unique personality and talent 
for storytelling.
FRIDAY OCT 12, 14:45

HOTEL 
JUGOSLAVIJA
Nicolas Wagnières • 2017 
• Switzerland • 78 min
Lush film featuring gorgeous 
archival footage about a 
building that witnessed all the 
huge transformations that 
washed over the former 
country of Yugoslavia: Hotel 
Jugoslavija. Built in 1969 as a 
prestigious edifice in Soviet 
Modernist style, it offered a 
venue where government 
officials, dictators and shady 
businessmen could rub 
shoulders, surrounded by 
pretty ladies and obsequious 
vassals. It was a symbol of 
power that ultimately became 
a target for the people’s rage. 
Filmmaker Nicolas Wagnières 
depicts a beautifully told 
personal story that engages 
his own memories in Belgrade.
FRIDAY OCT 12, 20:30
SATURDAY OCT 13, 17:00

HABANEROS
Julien Temple • 2017 •
UK • 126 min
Havana shines as the damaged 
but unbroken protagonist in 
this brilliant epic by Julien 
Temple. It is a battered city,  
its scars as well as its 
accomplishments out in the 
open everywhere, even sixty 
years after the revolution. 
Anyone would be inspired by 
this city full of contradictions, 
but also brimming with energy 
and hope for the future. A 
breathtaking film which will 
leave no one untouched. We 
are all Habaneros.
SATURDAY OCT 13, 20:00
SUNDAY OCT 14, 18:45

GRANDMA AND  
LE CORBUSIER
Marjolaine Normier • 2017 
• France • 58 min
When her grandmother’s 
apartment in Le Corbusier’s 
Unite d’Habitation in 
Marseilles was completely 
gutted by fire, the building’s 
status as a listed historic 
building meant that it had to 
be rebuilt in identical fashion. 
Granddaughter and filmmaker 
Marjolaine Normier filmed the 
construction of the replica and 
the life of her grandmother, 
who had been living in the 
building for 60 years. The film 
humorously tells the tale of 
the glorious history of 
Marseilles’ mythic Cité 
Radieuse and its inhabitants.
SATURDAY OCT 13, 18:15
SUNDAY OCT 14, 14:45
WITH CITY OF TOMORROW 
(11')



FI
LM

 •
 C

IT
Y 

• 
A

R
C

H
IT

EC
TU

R
E

FI
LM

 •
 C

IT
Y 

• 
A

R
C

H
IT

EC
TU

R
E

10
 -

 1
4

 O
C

T.
 2

0
18

   
  A

FF
R

10
 -

 1
4

 O
C

T.
 2

0
18

   
  A

FF
R

40 41

HUMAN SHELTER
Boris Bertram • 2017 •
Denmark • 57 min • World 
Premiere
Director Boris Bertram took a 
fascinating journey around the 
world in search of answers to 
the question of when a shelter 
becomes a home. His odyssey 
carries him across four 
continents and nine countries, 
from a refugee camp in Iraq to 
the northernmost tip of 
Norway. A world trip in 60 
minutes that will leave you 
astounded and enchanted by 
human diversity.
FRIDAY OCT 12, 14.45:  
BNA EVENT
SATURDAY OCT 13, 20.15, 
WITH 6129M2 (24')

KEVIN ROCHE: THE 
QUIET ARCHITECT
Mark Noonan • 2017 • 
Ireland • 81 min
He worked with Maxwell Fry 
and Eero Saarinen, he won the 
Pritzker Prize, and his immense 
oeuvre reflects the past 70 
years of American 
architectural history. 
Sculptural, iconic, with a 
powerful flair for drama, and 
always – in line with his Irish 
roots – in close communion 
with nature. This feature 
documentary film about 
96-year-old Kevin Roche 
offers an intriguing overview 
of an exceptional architect’s 
oeuvre, focusing on the 
versatile nature of an era when 
America was still optimistic.
THURSDAY OCT 11, 19:00
FRIDAY OCT 12, 20:30
INTRODUCTION BY PETRA 
BROUWER

LAST DAYS  
IN SHIBATI
Hendrick Dusollier • 2017 
• France • 58 min
Home to millions, the Chinese 
metropolis of Chongquing has 
been almost completely 
modernized, but one older 
neighbourhood bravely 
continues to resist rebuilding. 
Filmmaker Hendrick Dusollier 
moves to Shibati for a few 
months, depicting daily life in 
a district living under threat of 
demolition. The time-old tale: 
old hutongs are destroyed in 
the name of progress. Old 
social ties are bulldozered out 
of existence. Chinese urban 
renewal has rarely been 
portrayed so evocatively.
SATURDAY OCT 13, 18:30
WITH SECOND TIER CITY (9')

LEANING INTO  
THE WIND: ANDY 
GOLDSWORTHY
Thomas Riedelsheimer • 
2017 • Germany • 93 min
The landscape art of Andy 
Goldsworthy has its own 
spiritual beauty.
A direct translation of our 
ability or inability to relate to 
the surrounding landscape. 
The film intrusively follows the 
activities of the artist. Hauling 
through forests, crawling 
through hedges, sawing, 
slashing, in search of fallen 
leaves. Gorgeous images that 
force the viewer to think 
about the fragile power of 
existence. A must-see!!
SUNDAY OCT 14, 19:00

THE LOST 
LANDSCAPES OF 
NEW YORK
Rick Prelinger • 2017 • 
USA • 84 min
Author, archivist and 
filmmaker Rick Prelinger, 
founder of The Prelinger 
Archives (a collection of  
6000 short, educational, 
promotional and amateur 
films) will deliver a special 
lecture on the film history of 
New York. Using amateur and 
archive film material never 
previously screened, he will 
show in stunning fashion the 
changes to and development 
of the urban landscape  
of New York 
SUNDAY OCT 14, 16.45

LE LOUVRE ABU 
DHABI, CRÉATION 
D’UN MUSÉE 
UNIVERSEL
Patrick Ladoucette •  
2017 • France • 52 min
It was an initiative that met 
with raised eyebrows from the 
beginning. Why did the tiny 
desert nation need a branch 
of the Louvre? The project was 
a combination of prestige and 
fuck-you money. Even so, it 
must be stated: Jean Nouvel 
created an impressive building 
with an extraordinary roof, 
which filters out the relentless 
desert sunshine. The film 
follows the development of 
his concept all the way 
through to the spectacular 
result at the end.
SATURDAY OCT 13, 13:00
WITH JEAN NOUVEL: 
REFLECTIONS (15')
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MELTING SOULS
Xavier Destors • 2017 •
France • 87 min
It’s the most polluted city 
anywhere in the world. The air 
is toxic, the soil is severely 
contaminated, the 
thermometers plunge below 
-40 degrees in the winter, and 
the sun hardly peeks over the 
horizon six months of the year. 
Norilisk is the northernmost 
city in Siberia, located above 
the Arctic Circle and 
surrounded by tundra. Under 
Stalin, the city was built by 
forced labour so the precious 
metals could be mined from 
the ground nearby. A gripping 
film about life in an impossible 
city – but also a tribute to the 
Russian soul. As a woman living 
in Norilisk says, there’s 
something happening all over 
town. Heartbreakingly 
beautiful!
FRIDAY OCT 12, 20:30
SATURDAY OCT 13, 18:15

MOLE MAN
Guy Fiorita • 2017 •
USA • 85 min
Mole Man tells the touching 
story of Ron Heist, a 66-year-
old man with autism, who has 
been working on an elaborate 
building in his parents’ back 
yard since 1965. Built without 
any cement or nails, the 
building has fifty rooms by 
now. The structure can bear its 
own weight due to the careful 
way it has been stacked. He 
gathers building materials 
from abandoned houses in the 
general vicinity. Although his 
continual building process 
keeps him happy and satisfied, 
his friends and family are 
beginning to worry about Ron. 
Where will he end up when his 
90-year-old mother passes 
away?
FRIDAY OCT 12, 18:30

MIES ON SCENE
Xavi Campreciós • Pep 
Martín • Spain • 58 min
It is the most iconic pavilion 
ever built for a World Fair. The 
Barcelona Pavilion, designed 
by Mies van der Rohe in 1929, 
torn down after eight months 
and then rebuilt in minute 
detail in the 1980s, still 
inspires thousands of 
architects all over the world 
nearly a century later. How 
could such a minimalistic 
building become such an 
undisputed architectural 
phenomenon?
Mies on Scene delves into the 
annals of history, revealing the 
fascinating story behind one 
of the most widely acclaimed 
figures of modern 
architecture.
FRIDAY OCT 12, 18:45
INTRODUCTION BY ERNIE 
MELLEGERS

MY FATHER  
THE GENIUS
Lucia Small • 2002 • 
USA • 84 min 
Still as charming as ever, this 
classic film is another one in  
a series of cinematic releases 
about children whose father  
is an architect. The genius 
mentioned in the title is 
architect Glenn Howard Small, 
an ‘architect on speed’ with a 
huge talent for coming up with 
visionary plans. However,  
he proves to have less of a gift 
for paying attention to his wife 
and children. Fortunately, 
Lucia’s acting talent proves 
more than sufficient to 
present the story of her father 
and their interactions in a 
hilarious way. A must-see for 
all architects looking to start  
a family.
SUNDAY OCT 14, 16:45

NEW TOWN 
UTOPIA
Christopher Ian Smith • 
2018 • United Kingdom • 
81 min
The whole world will want to 
come and catch a glimpse of 
this new Utopia! The Minister 
of Housing spoke those 
optimistic words when 
Basildon was built, as one of 
the first New Towns. It was a 
new city in Essex, filled with 
modern architecture.
Following the promise of 
good, affordable housing, 
plenty of jobs, and a life filled 
with opportunities that were 
no longer available in the city, 
hopeful families flocked to 
Basildon. In the long run, little 
of all those good intentions 
remained as the area gradually 
fell into decay. It has become a 
pilgrimage site for fans of 
Depeche Mode, the famous 
band that first started here.
A gripping tale of the eternal 
search for Utopia.
THURSDAY OCT 11, 21:00
SATURDAY OCT 13, 22.15 
WITH THE GREEN AND 
PLEASANT LAND (13')

NO FURTHER 
INSTRUCTIONS
Francsico Gonzalez Piña • 
2016 • Mexico, 69 min
A unique glimpse behind the 
scenes of the construction of 
an iconic design by Toyo Ito, 
winner of the 2013 Pritzker 
Prize. On the construction  
of a new museum in Puebla, 
Mexico, he sought out new 
boundaries. He designed an 
organic building featuring lots 
of curves, intended to flow 
into the nature surrounding 
the structure. The beautiful 
concept turned out to be 
incredibly complicated in 
practice. The construction 
workers frequently lacked 
clear instructions, and time 
was growing short. The film 
pays tribute to the people who 
are often overlooked when 
architectural masterpieces are 
discussed: the men and women 
who went on to build the 
actual structure.
SATURDAY OCT 13, 14:45
WITH INNER (15')
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NORDWESTSTADT 
- A LIVING VISION
Hagen Gottschalck • 2018 
• Germany • 94 min
To resolve the housing 
shortage in the 1960s, a 
completely new city was 
erected on 161 hectares of 
farmland: Nordweststadt. 
Known in German as a 
Raumstadt, this spacious city 
on the fringes of Frankfurt 
was conceived entirely on the 
drafting table. The film 
explains the origins of the plan 
and the perspectives on 
housing at that time, and asks 
what is left of all the good 
intentions fifty years later. 
Nordweststadt is a melting 
pot, but still has high potential.
FRIDAY OCT 12, 18:15
GOETHE INSTITUT EVENT

THE OPERA  
HOUSE
Susan Froemke • 2017 •
USA • 110 min
The history of building the new 
Metropolitan Opera and the 
Lincoln Center in New York is 
filled with intrigues, political 
dissension, and architects that 
loathed each other with a 
fierce and furious passion.  
In the early 1960s, there was a 
lot at stake in the construction 
of what would become the 
biggest cultural centre in  
the USA.
Robert Moses had a whole 
residential neighbourhood 
knocked down for the project, 
and Rockefeller had to open 
his purse strings over and over. 
This gorgeous historic 
documentary, filled with 
unique archival footage, not 
only recounts the history of 
the famous Metropolitan 
Opera, but of a period of 
unparalleled expansion in the 
city of New York.
FRIDAY OCT 12, 12:30
SATURDAY OCT 13, 20:15

PANTAREI 
PANTANELLA
Emilia Rosmini • 2017 •
Italy • 40 min
A story that cannot be told 
often enough. What do you do 
with an old industrial building 
which is still very much alive in 
the memories of the people 
who used to work there?
In this case, the film is about 
the biggest pasta factory in 
Rome. It is always about more 
than just bricks and mortar.
FRIDAY OCT 12, 13:00
WITH THE RED HOUSE (20') 
AND GOLD IN THE ASHES 
(24')

OUTDOORS
Asaf Saban • 2018 •
Israel • 80 min
Don’t even start: building a 
brand-new house together as a 
young married couple. But oh 
no, everyone keeps believing 
in Building Happiness.
FRIDAY OCT 12, 22.30

PIAZZA VITTORIO
Abel Ferrara • 2017 •
Italy • 75 min
In his documentaries offering 
social commentary, Abel 
Ferrara, director of such films 
as Bad Lieutenant, wields his 
camera the way that Clint 
Eastwood holds his Magnum: 
ruthless and unexpected.
A rough, weathered portrait of 
Rome’s Piazza Vittorio, filled 
with buskers playing street 
music, illegal immigrants in 
search of a better life, an 
Egyptian butcher, and angry 
Italian parents turning against 
migration. The massive 
problems with poverty and 
migration that Europe 
currently faces are all rolled  
up into one of the most iconic 
city squares in Rome.
FRIDAY OCT 12, 16:45

PLANETA PETRILA
Andrei Dascalescu • 2016 
• Romania • 80 min
The coal mine in the Romanian 
town of Petrila is more than a 
mine. To the city’s inhabitants, 
it is their life, their source of 
income, and the pivotal point 
of the community. But the 
mine is closing down, and 
European regulations dictate 
total demolition. Former 
mineworker and artist Ion 
Barbu decides to make every 
effort to prevent the mine’s 
destruction. He uses his art to 
keep the spirit of the mine 
alive, resulting in absurd 
imagery. “Europe is just a 
continent. Petrila is a world.”
SATURDAY OCT 13, 12:30
INTRODUCTION BY ARMINA 
PILAV
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POP AYE
Kirsten Tan • 2017 •
Thailand • Singapore •  
104 min
An architect and an elephant: 
a remarkable combination that 
results in a compelling, warm 
film. Architect Thana’s life had 
hit a dead end. On the streets 
of Bangkok, he comes across 
Pop Aye, an elephant he had 
known as a child. He took the 
elephant with him, marking the 
start of an engaging road 
movie across the country. 
Every architect deserves an 
elephant!
SATURDAY OCT 13, 22:30
ARCHINED INTRODUCTION

PORTRAIT OF  
A GALLERY
Adrian McCarthy • 2017 •
Ireland • 79 min
The National Gallery in Dublin 
is the most important museum 
in Ireland. Like the 
Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam, 
the National Gallery was 
recently renovated. Cameras 
followed the renovations for 
three years. As is apparently 
common practice in such 
matters, the renovations 
encountered delays and 
turned out to be far more 
expensive than estimates had 
projected. How does a country 
handle its national cultural 
heritage? A film for people 
who love The New National 
Gallery.
SATURDAY OCT 13, 16:45

RABOT
Christina Vandekerckhove 
• 2017 • Belgium • 93 min
Required viewing for anyone 
who loves the city. The film 
tells the tale of a derelict 
tenement in Ghent filled to 
capacity with desperate 
people waiting for the final 
blow: the building’s 
demolition. Christina 
Vandekerckhove spent three 
years working on her lovingly 
crafted film about desperation 
and lack of prospects. Rabot 
quickly became a 
documentary success in 
Belgium.
THURSDAY OCT 11, 21.00 
INTRODUCTION BY MARK 
MINKJAN

RUSSIA: BUILDING 
AMIDST SOLITUDE
Pim Zwier • 2017 •
The Netherlands • 56 min
Architect Han van Loghem 
had achieved success with his 
design for Amsterdam’s 
Betondorp (‘concrete village’) 
when he received a request 
from Soviet Russia to help 
build new cities in the Urals 
and Siberia. The year was 1925 
and the architect was very 
sympathetic to the social and 
political ideology of the new 
utopia. He headed off to 
Russia, leaving his wife behind 
in the Netherlands. Their story 
is told based on passages from 
the letters they exchanged, as 
well as unique historic film 
footage. A gorgeous 
documentary about a grand 
quest in search of a new world 
and grief for a loved one 
pining away back at home.
SATURDAY OCT 13, 16:30 
INTERVIEW WITH PIM ZWIER

THE SHIP
Wilma Kuijvenhoven • 
2018 • The Netherlands • 
50 min • World Premiere
As part of his pursuit of 
happiness for the workers, 
Michel de Klerk designed the 
Ship for the Eigen Haard 
housing association. Social 
housing in a flamboyant 
expressionist style to 
celebrate the workers.
The design from 1917 was 
recently completely renovated 
– a complicated undertaking 
which is documented in this 
film. How could the beauty of 
the original design be restored 
to its former glory? And how 
could the changes made in the 
previous renovation from the 
1980s be reversed? The film 
shows the complex operation, 
slowly enticing the viewer into 
falling completely in love with 
the Ship.
SATURDAY OCT 13, 14:45

SLUMBERING 
CONCRETE: THE 
CITY THAT WAS 
TOO MODERN
Sasa Ban • 2018 •
Croatia • 52 min
After the 1963 earthquake, 
Kenzo Tange was 
commissioned to rebuild 
Skopje. The result was a great 
example of modernist and 
brutalist urban architecture. 
Those architectural 
achievements have fallen into 
disfavour now, as Macedonia is 
trying to revamp its identity 
by building neoclassicist 
buildings and commercialized 
bad taste. A fascinating quest 
for Kenzo Tange in Europe.
SATURDAY OCT 13, 15:00
INTRODUCTION BY SASA 
RADENOVIC
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TASTE OF CEMENT
Ziad Kalthoum • 2017 •
Lebanon • Germany •  
85 min
Even as all the buildings in 
their home town in Syria are 
reduced to rubble, the Syrian 
refugees are helping to rebuild 
Beirut, which was itself once 
the epicentre of a civil war. 
Ziad Kalthoum offers a 
gripping depiction of their 
lives and harsh working 
conditions. The evening 
curfew requires them to stay 
indoors in their quarters when 
they’re not working, and their 
lifeline to the world outside is 
a single small television, giving 
them glimpses of the war in 
Syria. A powerful portrait of 
the fine line between 
construction and destruction.
FRIDAY OCT 12, 14:30

THIS COLD LIFE
Darren Man • 2017 •
USA • 88 min
The Norwegian town of 
Longyearbyen on Spitsbergen 
is the northernmost human 
settlement on the planet. The 
most common cause of death, 
after suicide, is an altercation 
with a polar bear. Even so, the 
little town is home to 2200 
people... At least for now, 
since its very existence is in 
jeopardy. Not only is the 
island’s coal industry on the 
verge of bankruptcy, but 
climate change also poses a 
serious threat. So why don’t 
the locals leave? What drives 
them to seek their fortunes in 
a place where it’s dark 24 
hours a day all winter, at 
temperatures around -40 
degrees Celsius? As one of the 
inhabitants, Sasha, says in the 
film, “A Russian is not a person 
who is not afraid of cold. A 
Russian is the one who puts on 
warm clothes.” Happiness is 
found in all sorts of unlikely 
locations.
FRIDAY OCT 12, 22:30
INTRODUCTION BY ESTHER 
KOKMEIJER

SUPERDESIGN: 
ITALIAN RADICAL 
DESIGN 1965-1975
Francesca Molteni • 2017 • 
Italy • 62 min
During the 1960s, the world 
was being reinvented. Against 
the backdrop of student 
protests and terrorist attacks, 
boundaries were being 
explored and expanded. The 
SuperDesign movement in 
Italy was a group of young, 
unaffiliated designers who 
cheerfully made a huge splash 
with their radical work. 
Colourful, breaking free of 
traditions, and above all 
embracing a great sense of 
humour. The key figures back 
then come together in this 
film from all corners of the 
world, including Emilio 
Ambasz, Andrea Branzi and 
Alessandro Mendini. Rebellion 
is possible!
A wonderful retrospective.
SATURDAY OCT 13, 16:30
INTRODUCTION BY JEROEN 
VISSCHERS

ZHALANASH – 
EMPTY SHORE
Marcin Sauter • 2017 •
Poland • 40 min
The city of Zhalanash was 
situated on the edge of the 
desert, by the shores of the 
Aral Lake in Kazakhstan. The 
impact of the Soviet Union’s 
cotton plantations should not 
go unreported. Today the city 
stands in the heart of a desert, 
surrounded by the boats left 
behind when the lake ran dry. 
The local inhabitants are trying 
to make the best of it. The film 
is a keen reminder of the fact 
that nature can be 
irretrievably damaged by 
human intervention.
SUNDAY OCT 14, 15:15  
WITH LOA'S PROMISE (7')

WHERE IS  
ROCKY II
Pierre Bismuth • 2016 •
France • Germany •  
93 min
For the creation of his first 
full-length film, artist Pierre 
Bismuth, one of the 
screenwriters who worked on 
the film Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind, hires a private 
detective and three 
scriptwriters from Hollywood 
for the quest to find ‘Rocky II’, 
a strange fake rock that lies 
hidden in the Mojave Desert. 
Under the rock, which derived 
its name from the Sylvester 
Stallone film, lies a mysterious 
object manufactured by 
American artist Ed Ruscha, 
which remained unknown until 
this very day, despite the 
artist’s global fame. The 
unique film Where is Rocky II? 
reflects wittily on America’s 
cultural history and Hollywood 
mythology. An absurd story 
set against the backdrop of a 
cinematic landscape.
FRIDAY OCT 12, 16:45

THE VIEW FROM 
MY WINDOW 
TELLS ME I’M 
HOME
Esther Johnson • 2013 • 
UK • 45 min
Built in London in 1952, Golden 
Lane Estate was well ahead of 
its time and served as a model 
for many housing complexes, 
like the Barbican, which were 
built in England later on. It was 
a microcosm that had a 
powerful sense of community. 
The residents’ stories bring the 
building to life. The film shows 
that utopian construction 
practices do not always end in 
failure, but can in fact create 
strong social cohesion, which 
is increasingly under pressure 
in modern society – especially 
in cities like London.
SUNDAY OCT 14, 13:00
WITH THE DISAPPEARANCE 
OF ROBIN HOOD (25')
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July Bellard • 2017 •  
Switzerland • 25 min
A lush, beautifully narrated story about a father 
and daughter searching for the ideal house for a 
happy life. What better way to describe the 
search for building happiness?
SATURDAY OCT 13, 20:15 – WITH HUMAN 
SHELTER

BEFORE THE FLIGHT
Laurence Bonvin • 2016 •  
Switzerland • 20 min
A tribute to modernist architecture from 
Abidjan in the Ivory Coast of the 1960s.  
A fading echo of a colonial past. 
FRIDAY OCT 12, 15:00 – WITH UPPLAND 
INTRODUCTION BY RACHEL KEETON AND

CHAMBER MUSIC - 
AUDIOVISUAL BUILDING 
SOUND PORTRAIT
Katharina Blanken • 2015 •  
Germany • 8 min
An audiovisual composition featuring musicians 
and a modernist building. Rear Window meets 
an orchestra.
SATURDAY OCT 13 12:45 – WITH WHEN YOU 
RETURN I’LL BE LIVING BY THE WATERSIDE 
AND IL GIRASOLE: A HOUSE NEAR VERONA

CITY OF TOMORROW
Gavin Hipkins • 2018 • India •  
New Zealand • 11 min
Le Corbusier’s texts contrast sharply with  
the images of some of his overgrown and 
dilapidated buildings in Chandigarh.  
All is revealed...
SATURDAY OCT 13 18:15, SUNDAY OCT 14 
14:45 – WITH GRANDMA AND LE CORBUSIER

COASTLAND
Miruna Dunu • 2018 • The Netherlands • 
Romania • 12 min
The history of seaside holidays along the Black 
Sea coast, told in classic postcards.
SUNDAY OCT 14, 13:15 – WITH TRANSITION 
OF KIKUGETSUTEI, A SPA: ARCHITECTURE OF 
ZAWODZIE AND EPLE

THE DISAPPEARANCE  
OF ROBIN HOOD
Urban-Think Tank • 2018 • UK • 
Switzerland • 25 min
Despised and praised in the same breath, the 
iconic London housing complex built by Alison 
and Peter Smithson in the 1960s eventually met 
its demise. Robin Hood Gardens has become a 
metaphor for modern-day London, where profit 
takes precedence over working to build a 
liveable city. The film recalls better days,  
in a more socially minded time.
SUNDAY OCT 14, 13:00 – WITH THE VIEW 
FROM MY WINDOW TELLS ME I’M HOME

EPLE
Röyksopp • 2001 • 3 min
The video clips of the ‘two-headed Norwegian 
monster’ Röyksopp from Tromsø are all works 
of art, without exception. Their dreamy 
electronic music is the perfect hotbed for the 
new world that is created in their short films.
Eple continues to zoom out on a world where 
happiness has disappeared…
SUNDAY OCT 14, 13:15 – WITH TRANSITION 
OF KIKUGETSUTEI, A SPA: ARCHITECTURE OF 
ZAWODZIE AND COASTLAND
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FORD HOUSE
Spirit of Space • 2017 • USA • 5 min
Charles Jencks called him ‘the Michelangelo of 
Kitsch’, but that did not do justice to Goff, 
apprentice to Frank Lloyd Wright. The 
multitude of houses that he designed exemplify 
a great imagination and solid knowledge of 
materials and construction practices. Goff is a 
hero, and his Ford house is a testimony to that.
SATURDAY OCT 13 – WITH INTRODUCTION BY 
HANK SCHOLTENS AND FRANK LLOYD 
WRIGHT: THE MAN WHO BUILT AMERICA (59’)

FORENSIC
Chris de Krijger • 2018 •  
The Netherlands • 5 min
KAAN architects commissioned filmmakers to 
produce a number of short films about several 
of their designs.
The results were hyper-aesthetic and stylized, 
just like the designs of the architects themselves. 
Forensic links the architecture of the Forensic 
Institute to the painstakingly meticulous research 
being performed within its walls.
SATURDAY OCT 13, 22:30 – WITH HARRY 
SEIDLER: MODERNIST

GOLD IN THE ASHES
Magali Roucaut • 2018 • France • 24 min
An abandoned factory in Paris is frequently 
visited by a former employee who has worked 
there for years. A melancholic story about how 
small businesses are disappearing from our 
Western cities, forced to give way to grandiose 
shopping centres.
FRIDAY OCT 12, 13:00 – WITH THE RED HOUSE 
AND PANTAREI PANTANELLA

THE GREEN AND  
PLEASANT LAND
Max Colson • 2017 • UK • 13 min
A hilarious story about Brexit, its background 
and the consequences, filmed using the 
animation technique from the SketchUp 3D 
modelling program, which architects will be 
familiar with already.
SATURDAY OCT 13, 22:15 – WITH NEW TOWN 
UTOPIA

HOME
Farkhondeh Torabi • 2018 • Iran • 10 min
Original, charming animated short from Iran 
about a family seeking to relocate after seeing 
a new house on television. The empty promises 
about dream houses are similar all around the 
world.
SUNDAY OCT 14 – WITH MR BLANDINGS 
BUILDS HIS DREAM HOUSE

THE HYMNS OF MUSCOVY
Dimitri Venkov • 2018 • Russia • 15 min
A mirrored look at the traditional view of 
Moscow. A contemporary city symphony.
FRIDAY OCT 12 16:45 – WITH TRANS-
LEITMOTIF: A CINEMATIC PORTRAIT OF 
TORONTO + HAMILTON AND NYC 1991

IL GIRASOLE:  
A HOUSE NEAR VERONA
Christopher Schaub • 1995 • 15 min
The Futurist dream of architecture in motion 
became reality in this house by architect 
Angelo Invernizzi that was built in 1935 close to 
Verona. It could turn 360 degrees with the sun. 
An amazing project told in a moving way in this 
short cinematic jewel.
SATURDAY OCT 13 12:45 – WITH WHEN YOU 
RETURN I'LL BE LIVING BY THE WATERSIDE 
AND CHAMBER MUSIC

LOA’S PROMISE
Joshua A Dawson • 2018 • USA • 7 min
What if all the old, polluted, exhausted and 
abandoned mining and factory towns were to 
discover a new lease on life? The film offers 
prospects of an unexpected future.
SUNDAY OCT 14, 15:15 – WITH ZHALANASH: 
EMPTY SHORE

NYC 1991
Paulo Abreu • 2016 • Portugal • 25 min
Super 8 footage shot in New York City in 1991, 
edited 25 years later, with Dirty Windows by 
Lee Ranaldo as the soundtrack.
FRIDAY OCT 12 16:45 – WITH TRANS-
LEITMOTIF: A CINEMATIC PORTRAIT OF 
TORONTO + HAMILTON AND THE HYMNS  
OF MUSCOVY

THE RED HOUSE
Tamar Tal Anati • 2016 • Israel • 20 min
This beautifully animated documentary voices 
the tales of The Red House, an extraordinary 
building, like no other in the Tel Aviv landscape. 
Built in 1924, the building’s many stories outline 
a century of life in the city. From the Lodzia 
Textile factory where socks were painstakingly 
woven by Polish immigrants, through a 
synagogue, to one of the most popular modern 
art galleries of the 1980s.
FRIDAY OCT 12, 13:00 – WITH GOLD IN THE 
ASHES AND PANTAREI PANTANELLA

ROOSENBERG
Ingel Vaikla • 2017 • Belgium • 29 min
Hans van der Laan, Benedictine monk and 
architect, designed the Roosenburg Abbey  
in the Belgian town of Waasmunster in 1972. 
The abbey was based on Van der Laan’s own 
mathematical principles, using rhythmical 
structures of spatial planning and incorporating 
an imposing beauty. The film follows the day-
to-day lives of the last remaining sisters in the 
Abbey, living in perfect harmony with the 
simplicity of the architecture. 
SATURDAY OCT 13, 12:45 – WITH GLENN 
MURCUTT: SPIRIT OF PLACE

SECOND TIER CITY
Xia Han • Matthew Moroz • 2017 •  
China • 9 min
Heart-breaking glimpse of large-scale 
urbanization in China and its consequences.
Where can happiness be found in a city like 
Yiwu, the world’s biggest producer of kitschy 
knick-knacks, with over 50,000 shops.
SATURDAY OCT 13, 18:30 – WITH LAST  
DAYS IN SHIBATI

A SPA: ARCHITECTURE  
OF ZAWODZIE
Ewa Trzcionka • 2017 • Poland • 30 min
For some, a presumptuous meddling with the 
landscape. For others, an iconic masterpiece of 
the world architecture. The district of Zawodzie 
(Ustroń, Poland) was designed by a duo of 
renowned Silesian architects – Henryk Buszko 
and Aleksander Franta. This film discusses who 
should have the power over the landscape and 
how to be responsible for the heritage as  
a common good.
SUNDAY OCT 14, 13:15 – WITH TRANSITION 
OF KIKUGETSUTEI, COASTLAND AND EPLE

TAKE ME HOME
Abbas Kiarostami • 2016 • Iran • 16 min
In the last film he shot before his death, Abbas 
Kiarostami takes his camera to the south of 
Italy and shows us a beautiful and playful video 
of alleys and stairs, thus compressing in a short 
film the value of his legacy: a unique gaze upon 
the world of small things.
FRIDAY OCT 12, 12:45 – WITH APENNINE
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TRANSITION OF 
KIKUGETSUTEI
Kenji Seo • 2018 • Japan • 14 min
A film like a Japanese tea ceremony, intensely 
focused and keenly aware of the passage of 
time. The star here is the Kikugetsutei tea 
house, built in the 17th century in the daimyo 
garden in Tagamatsu to host banquets.
SUNDAY OCT 14, 13:15 – WITH A SPA: 
ARCHITECTURE OF ZAWODZIE, COASTLAND 
AND EPLE

TRANS-LEITMOTIF: A 
CINEMATIC PORTRAIT OF 
TORONTO + HAMILTON
Judd Brucke • 2018 • Canada • 26 min
A modern city symphony made out of a collage 
of existing footage. Quite a surprising guided 
architectural tour through Toronto.
FRIDAY OCT 12 16:45 – WITH NYC 1991 AND 
THE HYMNS OF MUSCOVY

UPPLAND
Edward Lawrenson • 2018 •  
Liberia • Sweden • 30 min
An architect and filmmaker from Europe visit a 
town in the remote highlands of Liberia, once a 
thriving mining community, now decaying and 
desolate: a concrete ruin in the West African 
bush. Exploring the town, these researchers 
discover through its buildings a story of the 
promise of prosperity and forgotten injustices. 
A film about architecture, about the remnants 
of colonialism, and the spiritual cost of 
industrial mining.
FRIDAY OCT 12, 15:00 – WITH BEFORE THE 
FLIGHT , INTRODUCTION BY RACHEL KEETON

WHEN YOU RETURN I’LL BE 
LIVING BY THE WATERSIDE
Petra Noordkamp • 2018 •  
The Netherlands • 14 min
Intriguing short film based on a story by 
Ramsey Nasr about an ambitious architect  
who clashes with his client, a passionate woman  
who plans to build a new house.
SATURDAY OCT 13 12:45 – WITH CHAMBER 
MUSIC AND IL GIRASOLE: A HOUSE NEAR 
VERONA

INNER
Jonathan Yadir Barojas • 2017 •  
Mexico • 15 min
Intimate portrait of a student shelter in Mexico 
through its architecture, where the residents 
coexist and adapt to the space. A warm film 
dealing with the everlasting question: what 
makes a home?
SATURDAY OCT 13, 14:45 – WITH NO FURTHER 
INSTRUCTIONS 

JEAN NOUVEL: REFLECTIONS
Matt Tyrnauer • 2016 • USA • 15 min
Pritzker Prize-winning architect Jean Nouvel is 
at the height of an already legendary career. At 
age 70, he circles the globe, tending to such 
monumental projects as The Louvre Abu Dhabi, 
The National Museum Qatar and The National 
Museum of China. Among the most innovative, 
thought-provoking and rebellious architects of 
his generation, Nouvel reflects on his work, as 
well as his design philosophy.
SATURDAY OCT 13, 13:00 – WITH LE LOUVRE 
ABU DHABI: CREATION OF A UNIVERSAL 
MUSEUM

AFFR X SALON SALON – 
HAPPY CITY!
Happy City is a unique exhibition of models of 
the most blissful designs by Rotterdam offices, 
curated in cooperation with SalonSalon, the 
recently opened exhibition space of Studio 
Beige in the former auditorium of Maaskant’s 
Industriegebouw. Salon Salon has previously 
exhibited work by international artists such as 
Schilte & Portielje, Silvia B., Madeleine 
Berkhemer, Freudenthal / Verhagen and Tonio 
de Roover. You can visit the exhibition free of 
charge during working hours from 20 
September to 15 October: www.salonsalon.art
OPENING EVENT: THURSDAY 20 SEPTEMBER, 
17.00-19.00, HET INDUSTRIEGEBOUW, 
GOUDSESINGEL 202, 5TH FLOOR
OPENING DURING AFFR 2018: SATURDAY 13 & 
SUNDAY 14 OCTOBER, 12.00–15.00

OPENING NIGHT:  
THE EXPERIMENTAL CITY
The tenth edition of AFFR opens with the 
European premiere of The Experimental City 
(Chad Freidrichs, 2017), a stunning 
documentary about The Minnesota 
Experimental City. A megalomaniac plan 
developed in the 1960s to show that the 
growing problems of big cities could be 
resolved. Air pollution, mobility, waste 
collection, energy use: the city offered a 
solution for everything. The film is a fascinating 
journey through time, filled with attention-
grabbing science fiction from the 1960s; 50 
years later, it seems more relevant than ever. 
The screening will be followed by a Q&A with 
the maker, and of course drinks and music to 
celebrate this jubilee edition.
WEDNESDAY 10 OCTOBER, 20.30, HOFPLEIN 
THEATER – BENTHEMPLEIN 13 ROTTERDAM
ADMISSION IS FREE FOR MEMBERS  
OF CLUB FOUNTAINHEAD

HAPPENING: A CLEAN 
ENERGY REVOLUTION – 
DELTAMETROPOOL EVENT
After the screening of Happening: a Clean 
Energy Revolution, the Vereniging 
Deltametropool in cooperation with IABR is 
organizing a debate about the energy transition 
and the role society plays in it. The Netherlands 
has committed itself to climate targets for 
2030 that will require an immense transition 
with an enormous physical and social impact. 
What will that transition look like?
For his documentary James Redford travelled 
around America in search of answers to that 
question. During his journey, Redford 
discovered that the answer to this question is 
the subject of a political and social power 
struggle. How does this process work in the 
Netherlands? This is the subject of a short 
discussion, based on a Rotterdam example, 
which follows the screening.
THURSDAY 11 OCTOBER, 17.00
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AFFR IN GRONINGEN
For the fifth time in a row, Platform GRAS  
and AFFR are organizing a pocket edition of  
the Architecture Film Festival Rotterdam in  
the city of Groningen. The selection of six  
films from the AFFR programme was inspired 
by current developments and debates in 
Groningen. Films, schedule and venue will  
be announced at www.platformgras.nl

KING KONG BUSINESS EVENT
The King Kong Business Club is the AFFR 
networking programme. Companies and 
entrepreneurs active in the construction and 
property sectors link their names to the 
Architecture Film Festival Rotterdam and lend 
their support in terms of funding, relations and 
contents. For members of the club and their 
relations, AFFR organizes an exclusive film  
and networking evening every year called  
the King Kong Business Event.  
More info: kingkong@affr.nl.
THURSDAY 11 OCTOBER,  
18.30 NHOW ROTTERDAM

BUILDING HAPPINESS 
DEBATE
In collaboration with BNA and AIR, AFFR is 
organizing a debate on the theme ‘Building 
Happiness’. Moderated by Saskia van Stein,  
the session will explore the contribution of 
architecture to the pursuit of happiness. In the 
current good economic climate, how aware are 
we of the fact that our faith in progress can no 
longer be separated from its destructive side-
effects: climate change, social inequality, 
cultural conflicts and terror? Are engineered 
happiness and a liveable city attainable for just 
a small minority of the world’s population? Or 
are there opportunities for everybody? And 
what can we learn from the New Towns from 
the time that an engineered society was still  
so self-evident? A conversation with, among 
others, Michelle Provoost (INTI), Fred Schoorl 
(BNA), Marina Otero (HNI) and Christopher 
Smith, director of New Town Utopia, the 
documentary that will be screened after  
the discussion. 
THURSDAY 11 OCTOBER, 19.30

HUMAN SHELTER  
– BNA EVENT
In the film Human Shelter, the Danish director 
undertakes a fascinating journey to answer one 
question: When does a house become a home? 
The journey takes him from a refugee shelter in 
Iraq to the most northerly tip of Norway. The 
human diversity captured in this wonderfully 
filmed documentary will amaze you. After the 
world premiere of the film, Jord den Hollander 
will talk with filmmaker Boris Bertram and the 
chairwoman of BNA, Nathalie de Vries, about 
the pursuit of built happiness.
FRIDAY 12 OCTOBER, 14.45, WORLD PREMIERE

NORDWESTSTADT:  
A LIVING VISION – GOETHE 
INSTITUT EVENT
To solve the housing shortage in Frankfurt in 
the 1960s, a whole new city was built on 161 
hectares of agricultural land. A so-called 
Raumstadt – a green city, created on the 
drawing board as the pinnacle of built 
happiness. This film explores what remains  
of the good intentions fifty years later. The 
screening is followed by a discussion, organized 
by the Goethe Institut, about the future of  
New Towns like Nordweststadt.
FRIDAY 12 OCTOBER, 18.15

AFFR COLLEGE FILMS
On Friday and Saturday, academics from the 
Royal Academy of Art in The Hague, Willem de 
Kooning Academy, Failed Architects Collective, 
University of Amsterdam, Delft University of 
Technology and the Academies of Architecture 
in Amsterdam and Rotterdam will introduce 
films. Drawing on their expertise, they will 
endeavour to make us take a fresh look at film, 
architecture, urban design or other aspects of 
our world. Rachel Keeton, Ernie Mellegers, 
Esther Kokmeijer, Petra Brouwer, Mark Minkjan, 
Armina Pilav, Hank Scholtens, Sasa Radenovich 
and Jeroen Visschers will offer the 
introductions. 
FRIDAY 12 & SATURDAY 13 OCTOBER

ARCHINED TIPS
The editors of Archined, the independent, 
community-based website about architecture 
and more, combed the AFFR 2018 programme 
and recommend three remarkable films that 
should be seen by everybody. Each film is 
introduced by an editor of Archined: Cartucho, 
Friday 15.00; Pop Aye, Saturday 22.30; and 
Crossed Words - Matta Clark, Sunday 14.45. 
Archined members and correspondents buy 
their tickets for these films at the 20% reduced 
fee; Archined members, please bring your 
business card.

BUILDING HAPPINESS IN 
CINEMA WITH MARTIN 
KOOLHOVEN
Director and film expert Martin Koolhoven  
(a.o. Oorlogswinter and Brimstone) uses film 
fragments to discuss the pursuit of happiness in 
120 years of film history. A cinematographic 
collage followed by a special screening of the 
film classic Brazil (Terry Gilliam, 1985). 
FRIDAY 12 OCTOBER, 21.00

MEET THE MAKERS  
TALK SHOW
No film festival would be complete without 
filmmakers. On Saturday, curator Jord den 
Hollander will interview a number of them 
about their fascinations, the films they have 
made and the difficulties they encountered.  
The filmmakers will discuss the relation 
between film, city and architecture. Make sure 
you’re there. You’ll come away with great 
cinematographic clips and ideas on building 
happiness.
SATURDAY 13 OCTOBER, 14.30 & 16.00

SPOTS IN SHOTS
Cultural anthropologist Mélanie van der Hoorn 
conducted research into short films with a 
focus on architecture and urban development. 
She explored how the short film gives meaning 
to the built environment. Her research resulted 
in the book Spots in Shots – Narrating the Built 
Environment, which will be presented at AFFR 
2018. Three short architecture films will then 
be screened. 
SATURDAY 13 OCTOBER, 12.45

ARCHITECTENWEB  
BEST OF AFFR
AFFR is teaming up again this year with partner 
Architectenweb to screen the five best festival 
films in succession on the final day of the 
festival. Dive into the world of cinema,  
city and architecture. All-in tickets for the 
Architectenweb Best of AFFR are on sale on 
the website and at the AFFR desk.
SUNDAY 14 OCTOBER, 13.00–20.00

RICK PRELINGER: THE LOST 
LANDSCAPES OF NEW YORK
Author, archivist and filmmaker Rick Prelinger, 
founder of The Prelinger Archives (a collection 
of 6000 short, educational, promotional and 
amateur films) will deliver a special lecture on 
the film history of New York. Using amateur 
and archive film material never previously 
screened, he will show in stunning fashion the 
changes to and development of the urban 
landscape of New York 
SUNDAY 14 OCTOBER, 16.45
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PRACTICAL 
INFORMATION

AFFR FESTIVAL 
VENUE 
(11-14 October 2018)
LantarenVenster
Otto Reuchlinweg 996 
(Wilhelminapier) 
3072 MD Rotterdam

AFFR OPENING 
VENUE
(10 October 2018, 20.30)
Hofplein Theater
Benthemplein 13 
3032 CC Rotterdam

TICKET SALES
Prices of tickets sold at 
Lantaren Venster box 
office and www.affr.nl
• Regular film ticket: € 10,50 
•  Club Fountainhead members 

CJP / student card: € 8,50 
•  Cineville / Lantaren Venster 

Strippenkaart: accepted

Prices of passes sold at 
AFFR desk and AFFR.nl
•  Festival Pass, including 

opening night: € 87,50 
•  Architectenweb Best of 

AFFR (5 films): € 34,50 
•  Club Fountainhead 

membership: € 49,50

Price of tickets Opening 
Night sold at Hofplein 
Theatre AFFR.nl 
•  Regular ticket Opening 

Night: € 13,50 
•  Club Fountainhead Members 

/ Festival Pass: free entrance 

Online ticket sales 
LantarenVenster
You can buy tickets online up 
to one hour before films start. 
You will find direct links to 
online ticket sales next to  
each film programme listed  
on both www.affr.nl and  
www.LantarenVenster.nl.

You can pay online by iDeal or 
credit card. After paying, you 
will receive an email with a 
barcode. Print this E-ticket so 
that it can be scanned at the 
entrance of the cinema room. 
By ordering online, you can 
buy a maximum of eight 
tickets in a time. 

Please note you always need to 
show your personal pass (Club 
Fountainhead, CJP, Student 
Card, LV Strippenkaart or 
Cineville) at the entrance of 
the cinema room.

Box office ticket sales 
LantarenVenster
The box office at 
LantarenVenster opens every 
day at 11.30 am. The box office 
closes 15 minutes after the 
start of the last film. You can 
pay by PIN or cash. There can 
be waiting lines during the 
festival, we strongly 
recommend to buy your 
tickets online.

Opening Night
Tickets for the opening night 
are online available via the 
AFFR website. 

AFFR Festival Pass 
(€87,50)
Buying a festival pass gives you 
free entrance to all films 
including the opening night. 
You can buy the festival pass 
ONLY at the AFFR online shop 
or at the AFFR desk at 
LantarenVenster during the 
festival. With the online 
receipt, you visit the AFFR 
desk to collect your personal 
festival pass. 
For each screening you want 
to attend, you need to pick up 
a ticket at the LantarenVenster 
box office, while showing your 
Festival Pass. You can collect 
tickets from Wednesday 4 
October 11.30 at the Lantaren 
Venster box office.

Architectenweb  
Best of AFFR pass 
(€34,50)
Enjoy five of the very best 
films of the festival, selected 
by Architectenweb editors. 
You can buy this pass ONLY at 
the AFFR online shop or at the 
AFFR desk at LantarenVenster 
during the festival. With the 
online receipt, you visit the 
AFFR desk to collect your 
personal pass.

Club Fountainhead 
membership (€49,50)
Members watch online cinema 
PLAYTIME for free. They have 
a free entrance at the opening 
night and they enjoy a 20% 
discount on their tickets for 
the festival. 
You can buy a Club Fountain-
head membership ONLY at the 
AFFR online shop or at the 
AFFR desk at LantarenVenster 
during the festival. 

Your Club Fountainhead pass 
will be sent to your home 
address 5 days prior to the 
festival. When purchasing a 
membership after that 
moment, you visit the AFFR 
desk with your online receipt 
to collect your personal Club 
Fountainhead pass. 
You can buy your tickets with a 
20% discount online and at the 
LantarenVenster Box office as 
explained above. Please note 
you always need to show your 
Club Fountainhead pass at the 
entrance of the cinema room.

Cineville / LV 
Strippenkaart
Cineville and LantarenVenster 
Strippenkaart passes are 
accepted for AFFR screenings. 
Please collect a ticket at the 
LantarenVenster box office 
not more than 90 minutes 
prior to the start of a film. 

ACCESS  
LANTAREN- 
VENSTER
Public transport
Metro: Line D (Calandlijn) to 
Wilhelminaplein metro station. 
Tram: Lines 20, 23 and 25. Exit 
at Wilhelminaplein stop.
From Wilhelminaplein it is a 
5-minute walk to 
LantarenVenster
Ferry: ferries to Hotel New 
York on Wilhelminapier depart 
regularly from Leuvenhaven 
(€3.60 p.p.) and Veerhaven 
(€2.90 p.p.) every day. Waiting 
time is maximum 15 minutes. 
Departures on Thursday until 
21.00 hrs, Friday to Sunday 
until 00.00 hrs 
Water taxi: Hotel New York 
and Luxor stops (phone in 
advance).

Paid public street parking
Monday-Saturday  
09:00- 23:00 hrs
Sunday 12:00- 23:00 hrs. 
€ 0,50 every 10 minutes. 
Payable with 06-parking, 
credit card or pin. 

WorldPortCenter Parking 
Paid Parking garages
World Port Centre parking and 
Q-park De Rotterdam are the 
most nearby. Exit cards are 
available at the 
LantarenVenster box office.

WiFi
LantarenVenster offers a free 
WiFi network.
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Architecture 
Film Festival 
Rotterdam is 
Supported by

#affr2018facebook.com/AFFR2018
twitter.com/affr
instagram.com/affrfilmfestival


